
THE RAMBLER’S ASSOCIATION – TENDRING GROUP

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD ON SATURDAY 5th NOVEMBER 2016

AT ST MARY’S CHURCH VESTRY, GREAT BENTLEY

1 Opening by Chairman

The Chairman welcomed 28 members to the mee�ng.

2 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Dave Cornell, Chris Palmer and Fran Corsar.

3 Approval of AGM 2015 Minutes

The Minutes of the 2015 AGM mee�ng were examined.  The minutes were approved as a correct 

record - proposed by Maggie Beresford and seconded by Jeff Coe.

4 Ma3ers Arising from the Minutes

There were no ma,ers arising from the Minutes.

5 Chairman’s Annual Report

Michael reported a similar year to the last one with plenty of well a,ended walks on Thursdays but 

Sundays were proving to be problema�c.  Finding new leaders was hard as many s�ll worked.

Members had been involved in surveying the route for the English Coastal Path for Natural England.  

They had also been involved in objec�ng to the proposed closure of railway crossings by Network Rail. 

There had been a successful social calendar including the Barn Dance, the strawberry tea and a BBQ.

6 Presenta4on of the Accounts by the Treasurer

Gary stated the accounts had not been audited as there was no requirement for this.  However, they 

had been examined and agreed by two independent external persons.  The accounts show an excess 

of income over expenditure for the financial year of £30.80 and a final bank balance of £1960.31.  

Gary wished to make three observa�ons on the state of the finances.

• Income from the Barn Dance was gradually falling.  This would need careful monitoring.

• Coffee mornings have ceased as they were making a loss which is not allowed by RA rules.

• Adver�sing showed an income of £240 last year but only £140 this year.  This was due to late 

invoicing but no money had been lost.

7 Membership Secretary’s Report

Ron reported that current group membership is 183 which con�nue to show a downward trend.  

8 Footpath Secretary’s Report 

Jeff updated the membership about the report submi,ed to Natural England in rela�on to the Coastal 

path between Jaywick and Harwich, this being the area dealt with by our speaker Giles Merri,.

He spoke of increasing difficul�es of ge>ng ECC to deal with issues and men�oned three ongoing 

issues of note.

• FP20 in Alresford.  This has not existed for more than 20 years due to the digging of a ditch.  

ECC state they have applied for funding to pipe and fill the ditch but there is no progress.
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• FP33 in Wix was blocked by the building of two reservoirs.  Jeff intends to press for a 

diversion again next year.

• FP15 at Green Farm, Weeley has a barn built across the path.  The land owner has now 

agreed to pay for the diversion.

The most worrying development is Network Rail’s inten�on to shut a propor�on of footpath railway 

crossings.  Many of the proposed diversions push walkers onto busy roads or lanes or add up to ¾ of a 

mile on to a route.  Gt. Bentley Parish Council have highlighted the issues with their 3 crossings 

including informa�on about the set of miniature stop lights at one crossing which have never been 

used.  Jeff reported that aBer con�nued pressure from Essex Area officers and others RA have now 

formulated a policy to fight the proposals.

9 Rambles Secretarys’ Reports

Thursday Walks –  June thanked her team of 21 walk leaders and said she had been able to produce a 

full programme of longer walks and provide shorter walks on 70% of Thursdays.  There had been a 

total of 85 varied walks over the year, some�mes using buses, trains or even bicycles.

She thanked Sarah and Len for hos�ng the ever popular strawberry cream tea and looked forward to 

the annual Christmas Dinner walk with pre-walk mince pies and mulled wine.

June made an appeal for new walk leaders to come forward, par�cularly for short walks which were 

somewhat lacking in the next programme.

Sunday Walks –  Maggie started by thanking her leaders who oBen lead 2 or 3 walks in a programme.  

She repeated the plea for more leaders to come forward and said that assistance could be offered if 

new leaders felt they needed a li,le support.

Alan Ball asked what measures had been taken to try to encourage younger persons to walk with us.  

There was a short discussion about this topic.

10 Walking Environment Officer’s Report 

Michael said that he had now stood down from this role.

11 P3 Report

Chris said that this had been a varied year for the P3 group.  Many of the work par�es had been 

clearing vegeta�on.  A footbridge had been replaced at Great Oakley and various waymarkers 

replaced.  Most of the work carried out in extremely uncomfortable condi�ons.

The jewel in the crown was the laying and securing of 65B of plas�c boardwalk on FP19 in St. Osyth.  

Work on this started in December 2015 and concluded in February 2016.

Chris thanked his small team of volunteers for their con�nued support and hard work.

12 Web Master Report

The web site had been migrated to the standard Ramblers web format which provides a more 

modern, a,rac�ve and prac�cal design and saves the annual web hos�ng fees we had been paying.  

This had largely met with approval.  The new site allowed the introduc�on of a mailing list for those 

who wish to sign up.  Details were given on how to access this along with a guarantee that these 

details were not shared with external par�es.  15 members have already signed up for this feature.

13 Social Secretary’s Report

Jeff updated the mee�ng on the following events that had taken place during the year:-
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• Walk London – which was postponed un�l April due to railway works.

• Strawberry cream tea hosted as usual by Len and Sarah with wonderful food and weather.

• BBQ and Petanque compe��on at the Hare & Hounds, East Bergholt.  Thanks to Maggie for 

food purchase and prepara�on and Len and Ron for the cooking.

Jeff stated that due to poor support for the Barn Dance it was unlikely to be run in future years.

The Christmas meal on 8th December has again a,racted over 40 people.  There are a few places leB.

14 Elec4on of Chairman

Michael May had previously been nominated by Jeff Coe and seconded by Chris Palmer.  There being 

no other nomina�ons Michael was duly elected as Chairman.

15 Elec4on of Officers

Gary stated that he did not wish to re-stand for elec�on and it was thrown open to the floor for 

nomina�ons.  Frances Millard was proposed by Alan Ball and she was seconded by Jeff Coe.  A vote 

was taken and Frances was unanimously elected.

Prior to the mee�ng the following had been nominated and seconded:- 

� Secretary Paul Fieldsend

� Membership Secretary Robbie Hannan

� Sunday Rambles Secretary Maggie Beresford

� Thursday Rambles Secretary June Fieldsend

� Social Secretary Jeff Coe

� P3 Co-ordinator  Chris Palmer

� Web Master David Cornell

� Publicity Secretary Sarah Mar�n

Following approval by a show of hands, all the above were duly elected.

16 Elec4on of Commi3ee Members

Alan Ball volunteered to stand as a commi,ee member.  He was proposed by Jeff Coe and seconded 

by Michael May.  A vote was taken and Alan was unanimously elected.

17 Representa4ves to a3end Area mee4ngs

Michael May said he had not managed to a,end any mee�ng this year but would try to next year.  

18 Appointment of Auditor

Following Gary’s earlier comments it was decided that this was no longer required.

19 Vote of Thanks to Re4ring Officers

The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to Gary Howie for standing in in the role of Treasurer.

20 Any Other Business

Peter Wells and Terry Brooker voiced their thanks to Jeff Coe and Dave Cornell for their efforts in 

opposing the railway crossing closures proposed by Network Rail

There being no further business the mee�ng closed at 15.15 and was followed by a presenta�on by 

Giles Merri, from Natural England on the Essex Coastal Path.  This was then followed by 

refreshments.
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