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THE RAMBLER’S ASSOCIATION – TENDRING GROUP 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
HELD ON SATURDAY 1

st
 NOVEMBER 2014  

AT ST MARY’S CHURCH VESTRY, GREAT BENTLEY 
 
1 Opening by Chairman 

 
The Chairman welcomed 31 members to the meeting. 

 
2 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Dave Cornell, Margaret Baldry and Melody 
Brooke. 

 
3 Approval of AGM 2012 Minutes 

 
The Minutes of the 2013 AGM Minutes were approved as a correct record - proposed by Fran 
Corsar and seconded by Len Martin. 

 
4 Matters Arising from the Minutes 

  
There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 
5 Chairman’s Annual Report 

 
Jeff informed the meeting that  

♦ There were a number of entries for the photographic competition.  This would be 
judged by Brian Mallett at the conclusion of the meeting.    

♦ 4 members had died during the year.  These being a lifetime member – Mr R. Proctor 
who lived in Thorpe and had been a member since 1998.  Alan Jordan (Swedish 
Alan) who many would have walked with.  Carl Griggs, who had lead many walks 
over the years.  Jeff recounted the night time Sizewell walk which was lead by Carl 
where the group were challenged by armed police officers, and, Ted Wolton who had 
completed two three year stints as Chairman. 

♦ A proportion of the legacy left by Mr Ken Bromfield had been spent on our stand at 
the Tendring Show.  It was proposed to put the remainder towards a bridge across 
the river at Alresford to benefit walkers, horse riders and cyclists.   

In conclusion Jeff thanked all who had helped in any capacity during the year.  These 
included those assisting at the Barn Dance, Tendring Show and the Strawberry Cream 
Tea. 
 

Jeff then noted that he would be handing over to a very experienced member of the group, 
pending further nominations from the floor. 

 
6 Presentation of the Accounts by the Treasurer 

 
The audited accounts, showing an excess of income over expenditure for the financial year of 
£555.03 and a final bank balance of £2,787.60, were circulated to all those present and are 
attached.   The Treasurer gave a detailed explanation of individual items of income and 
expenses for the year. A copy of the Notes to the Accounts is attached to these Minutes.  
 

7 Membership Secretary’s Report 
 
Current group membership is 211, a reduction of 14 members from this time last year.  
However, we have had 32 new members over the last 12 months, some being transfers and 
some reinstated memberships.  On a positive note there have been 7 new members in the 
last 3 weeks.  We now only have 7 associate members.  Margaret thanked those who hand 
deliver the programmes as this saves a considerable amount on postage.  She also 
apologised to those members who had experienced difficulties in renewing their membership.   
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8 Footpath Secretary’s Report  
  
 Jeff reiterated the possibility of the bridge between Alresford and Brightlingsea which was 

being promoted by local equestrian groups.  He also spoke of the planning application for a 
Solar Farm at Spinnels Lane, Wix which was refused by TDC but will be subject to an appeal 
to the Secretary of State.  
 

9 Rambles Secretaries’ Reports 
 
Sunday Walks – Chris said that there was the need for more walk leaders to come forward for 
Sunday walks and noted that without assistance from Colchester walkers and joint walks with 
Colchester there would be many more gaps in the programme. 
 
Thursday Walks – June informed the meeting that once again there was a full programme of 
Thursday longer walks and an increased number of shorter walks.  It had, however, been a 
struggle to fill all the January walks.  There are two new walk leaders which is helpful but 
some of the more experienced leaders are stepping down. 
June noted that there had been a good variety of walks over the last year and they continue 
to be well attended.  This year was the first time the Strawberry cream tea had been held on a 
Thursday and this had been well attended. 
 

10 Walking Environment Officer’s Report  
 
Michael reported the Jeff had covered most of the issues in his report and went on to note the 
high number of planning applications in the area for solar farms. 
 

11 P3 Report 
 
Chris Palmer explained what P3 is and that it meets on the first Monday of every month.  He 
stated that most of the recent works had been clearing vegetation and replacing waymarks.  
He appealed for more volunteers to come forward and for members to report footpath 
problems to him, Jeff or ECC. 
 

12 Election of Chairman 
 
Michael May was nominated by Francis Millard and seconded by Alan Ball.  There being no 
other nominations Michael was duly elected as Chairman and took the chair for the remainder 
of the meeting. 
 

13 Election of Officers 
 
Prior to the meeting the following had been nominated and seconded:-  

� Treasurer     Jo Harrison 
� Secretary    Paul Fieldsend 
� Membership Secretary  Margaret Furnell 
� Sunday Rambles Secretary  Julie Dick 
� Thursday Rambles Secretary June Fieldsend 
� Social Secretary   Jeff Coe 
� P3 Co-ordinator     Chris Palmer 
� Web Master    David Cornell 
� Publicity Secretary   Sarah Martin 
 
Following approval by a show of hands, all the above were duly elected. 

 
 

14 Election of Committee Members 
 
Brian Mallett and Maggie Beresford had been nominated and seconded and were confirmed 
by the meeting. 
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15 Representatives to attend Area meetings 
 
Michael May said that he would attend.   

 
16 Appointment of Auditor 

 
Jo Harrison proposed Ken Pauley – seconded by Ros. 
 

17 Vote of Thanks to Retiring Officers 
  

The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to Jeff Coe for his 4 years in the role of Chairman. 
 
18 Any Other Business 
 

o Archive Material – Brian Mallett spoke of the archive of photographs and clippings 
that he has at home and asked for suggestions as to what could be done with this.  
There was discussion around scanning all the documents and putting them on the 
website. 

 
o Christmas Meal – Jeff informed the meeting that there were still 3 places left. 

 
o 2014 Barn Dance – Tickets for 8

th
 November were going well with only a few left. 

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 15.13 and was followed by 
refreshments. 
 
The winner of the photographic competition was announced as Heather Blackwood with a 
photograph taken on her recent Dedham walk – well done Heather. 
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Notes to the Annual Accounts 

The Receipts and Payments statement is a summary of what has gone in and out of the bank account 
during the year ended 30th September 2014 in the usual format, with last year's figures alongside for 
comparison. 
 
RECEIPTS (left) 
 
The Barn Dance, raffle and Xmas lunch all made a profit and we have continued with the coffee 
mornings. We made more profit than expected on the Barn Dance because all tickets were sold and 
the cost of the fish and chips was less than budgeted for.  We do not set out to make a profit on the 
coffee mornings. We just need to cover costs. 
RA Funding was less than it should be due to a mix up between the Area Treasurer and our bankers, 
Unity Trust Bank.  The second payment of £152.05 was paid twice last year and so this year’s 
payments were lower. 
Advertising is money received from Ramblers Holidays and HF for adverts in our programme. 
Members should remember to give the name of Tendring Ramblers when booking with these 
organisations so we benefit from a donation.  
The donated item is committee expenses which have been donated back to the group by individual 
members. 
 
PAYMENTS (right) 
 
These are slightly down on last year. We now have fewer members on the committee.  Mileage is the 
figure paid to committee members for attending meetings or for arranging the printing and collection 
of programmes.  
Committee Hospitality is the £5 a time paid to whoever hosts the committee meetings - come onto the 
committee and sample homemade cakes! 
Car Parking is the £10 a time paid to village halls etc. which allow us to park our cars for a ramble.  
This year's auditor, Ken Pauley, received two bottles of red wine for auditing last year's accounts, 
which shows as the cost of £10.00.  
The final Bank Balance is £2,787.60, an increase of £555.03 from the start of the year. 
 
The Income and Expenditure Account overleaf is an attempt to show in a more businesslike format 
the profits made on the social functions. So you can see that we made a profit on the barn dance and 
its raffle, and on the coffee mornings, at least on two of the three which took place during the year and 
a slight profit on the Xmas Lunch due to the rounding up of the cost per person. 
The costs applicable to The Tendring Show, including a banner which we have for future use, have 
been shown as a deduction from the legacy received, leaving a balance of £300.83. This amount is 
included in the excess for the year and in our bank account. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
We have an excess for the year due to income from the adverts and profits made on the barn dance 
and raffle. In my opinion we have no worries about our future finances due to our large bank balance 
which has accumulated over the years and which is higher than necessary.  If we were ever in need 
of increased funds from RA via the Essex Area we would need to produce a budget proving our need 
and from discussions which I have had I believe that there would not be a problem.  
 


