
THE RAMBLER’S ASSOCIATION – TENDRING GROUP

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD ON SATURDAY 7th NOVEMBER 2015

AT ST MARY’S CHURCH VESTRY, GREAT BENTLEY

1 Opening by Chairman

The Chairman welcomed 29 members to the meeting.

2 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Sarah & Len Martin, Margaret & Denis Baldry, Ronnie 

Hannan, Jean Ward and Jean Budd.

3 Approval of AGM 2014 Minutes

The Minutes of the 2014 AGM meeting were examined.  Paul Fieldsend apologised for showing 

Frances Millard in the minutes as Francis Ball.  The amended minutes were approved as a correct 

record - proposed by Jeff Coe and seconded by Maggie Beresford.

4 Matters Arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising from the Minutes.

5 Chairman’s Annual Report

Michael said that we had had another good year with plenty of both long and short walks on offer on 

Thursdays but that Sundays were proving to be more of a problem.  Finding new leaders for Sundays 

was difficult as many who walked still worked during the week.

Over the next year we will be busy helping to plan the English Coastal Path and Essex has the longest 

coastline of any English County.  Offers of help to assist with walk outs would be appreciated.

We had a successful Barn Dance last year and hope that next week’s will be as good.  The Bike n’ Hike,

Treasure Hunt and Walk London trips were well supported variations on the usual walk provision.

6 Presentation of the Accounts by the Treasurer

The audited accounts show an excess of expenditure over income for the financial year of £868 and a 

final bank balance of £1919.51.  The spreadsheet was circulated and the Treasurer gave a detailed 

explanation of individual items of income and expense for the year.  Whilst the amount in the bank 

has reduced we have purchased a brushcutter and paid for a First Aid Course for members.  Gary 

Howie commented that the First Aid certificates would only last for three years which was noted.

There was a short discussion on the rewarding of walk leaders with maps.  The meeting was told that 

this would be subject to review by the Committee next year.

7 Membership Secretary’s Report

“Current group membership is 207, a reduction of 4 members from this time last year.  I am pleased 

to say we have had 27 new members over the last 12 months.  Some of the new members have 

transferred from other groups and some have reinstated their membership.  During the year I 

received 4 email enquiries and 1 telephone enquiry, one of which resulted in new membership.

We now have 6 Associate Members.  These members receive our programme for which they pay 

£3.00 per year and usually belong to Colchester group.  I would like to say thank you to those 
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ramblers who kindly deliver the programmes.  It is a big saving on postage.  I have enjoyed being the 

membership secretary, but have decided to stand down and wish my successor all the best.”

8 Footpath Secretary’s Report 

“By the end of the year we have to survey our stretch of the Essex Coast in preparation for a 

comparison carried out by Natural England.  It appears that Tendring Area has the longest stretch of 

coast line to survey in Essex and if that wasn’t enough, we ended up being responsible for a stretch on

the other side of the Stour in Suffolk, between Manningtree and Shotley.  I would like to thank all the 

volunteers who are helping with the survey, especially Gary Howie, who has thankfully taken on 

responsibility for the Harwich to Shotley stretch, leaving me with Jaywick to Harwich.  Mags Hobby, 

Colchester DFPS is covering the Wivenhoe to Jaywick section, with the help of Michael May.

A worry for us all is the aim of Network Rail to close all road and rail crossings over the next 20 years.  

Their intention is to trial a block closure of all PROW crossings in East Anglia under the Transport and 

Works Act.  This Act is normally reserved for building new projects, but they want to see if this direct 

approach can get through.  Rambler’s central office is aware and has stated that this is in direct 

conflict with all health and exercise messages and is conceptually against access.

The cut backs by Government have, as we all know, led to cutbacks by Councils.  Essex is no exception

and their response to FP problems is poor.  It is incredible that on occasions, when tracking a 

problem, the web site can say resolved or concluded, whereas in fact nothing has been done, apart 

from the possibility of the problem being passed on to another department.  Advice from Area is to 

keep reporting the same problem, every two weeks if possible, but this does mean checking to make 

sure the problem hasn’t been resolved.  I urge everyone to report and FP problem on the ECC web 

site.  Maybe in the future the number of staff, especially PROW officers, dealing with these problems 

will be brought back to the level they had some 5 years ago, if we bombard the web site.”

9 Rambles Secretaries’ Reports

Thursday Walks – June thanked her team of walk leaders and said she had been able to produce a full 

programme of longer walks and provide shorter walks on 7 out of every 10 Thursdays.  The walks 

have been varied, including a Bike and Hike, and continue to be well attended.  Recently both long 

and short Thursday walk groups met, going in opposite directions on a path.  Each group had 21 

walkers; therefore 42 members were walking on that particular day.  The strawberry tea, hosted by 

Sarah and Len also continues to be popular.

Michael May and Alan Ball have decided to leave the pressures of leading to the younger members.  I 

would like to thank them for their expert leadership over the years; also Jean Wilson and Heather 

Blackwood are taking a break from leading at the moment.  However, although we have lost some 

leaders we have also gained some new ones.  John and Stevie, Burt, Maggie, Terry and Maureen and 

Barry have all come forward.  This leaves us with a core of about 20 leaders providing Thursday walks.

Anyone else willing to join this team would be made most welcome.

Sunday Walks – Julie said thank you to all her walk leaders and noted that she had struggled to fill 

Sundays.  There are currently a team of around 10 leaders with some finding it difficult to say when 

they will be free so far in advance.  On a more positive note, many spaces were later filled after the 

production of the programme but were shown on the web site.  Julie said that she was standing down

as the Sunday Walks secretary as she is spending more and more time in Australia.

10 Walking Environment Officer’s Report 

Michael said that he had nothing new to report and that he intended to stand down from this role.

2



11 P3 Report

Chris Palmer explained P3 and that it meets on the first Monday of every month.  He stated that most 

of the recent works had been clearing vegetation and replacing waymarks.  In recent months 5 work 

days had been cancelled which had reduced the level of interest from some volunteers.  There were 

three regular attendees these being Ian, John and Len who were thanked for their support.

There was a brief discussion about the possibility of the group creating their own work schedule 

rather than relying on ECC.

12 Election of Chairman

Michael May was nominated by Alan Ball and seconded by Frances Millard.  There being no other 

nominations Michael was duly elected as Chairman.

13 Election of Officers

Prior to the meeting the following had been nominated and seconded:- 

� Treasurer Graham Boston

� Secretary Paul Fieldsend

� Membership Secretary Robbie Hannan

� Sunday Rambles Secretary Maggie Beresford

� Thursday Rambles Secretary June Fieldsend

� Social Secretary Jeff Coe

� P3 Co-ordinator  Chris Palmer

� Web Master David Cornell

� Publicity Secretary Sarah Martin

Following approval by a show of hands, all the above were duly elected.

14 Election of Committee Members

There were no volunteers to stand as committee members.

15 Representatives to attend Area meetings

Generally we do not attend but Michael May said that he may attend.  

16 Appointment of Auditor

There was a general discussion and it was decided to search for a new auditor but in the mean time Jo

Harrison proposed Ken Pauley – seconded by Graham Boston.

17 Vote of Thanks to Retiring Officers

The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to Jo Harrison, Margaret Furnell, Julie Dick and Brian Mallett 

for their years of work on the committee.

18 Any Other Business

o Christmas Meal – Jeff informed the meeting that there were still a few places left.

o 2014 Barn Dance – Tickets for 14th November were still available.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 15.34 and was followed by refreshments.
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The winner of the photographic competition judged by Brian Mallett was announced as Keith with a 

photograph entitled “The Lone Ramblers (no Tonto)” – well done Keith. 
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